RED-LETTER   DAYS
The contest at Leamington this time was a straight fight
between Eden and the indefatigable George Nicholls. Lady
Warwick did not enter the fray again. Nicholls once more
based his appeal on his practical knowledge of agriculture.
* Having been a farm labourer myself, I know his needs as
well as any man in the land.' His election address was astute
and calculated to obtain a widespread West Country alle-
giance. It eschewed the sensational events that had taken
place in Westminster., but emphasized a positive programme
to attack rural unemployment. " When in Parliament/ he
said, * I voted for fixity of tenure, increased compensation
for improvements, freedom of cropping, the Butter and
Margarine Act, the Fertilizers and the Feeding-Stuff Act,
and the Small Holdings Act.' He had served on a Royal
Commission on Agriculture. Free Trade, the immediate
appeal of which has been commercial rather than agricul-
tural, was given a local flavour. It was in Leamington, Mr.
Nicholls pointed out, * that Cobden's appeal was made to
John Bright to join the great crusade against food taxes/
He described his career of strenuous service. ' While, there-
fore, I claim to stand for all classes, I yield to none in my
determination to help the masses of working men and
women.* Nicholls was thus an experienced campaigner. He
made brief reference to the Campbell case at the end of his
address.
Eden, however, without any ado ran right into it with the
heading in bold type, * The Campbell Prosecution.' 4 Ladies
and gentlemen/ he began, * by refusing to allow an inquiry
into its conduct in connexion with the withdrawal of the
Campbell prosecution the Government has courted defeat
and forced a rushed election upon the country. Its refusal
to face an inquiry, however constituted, can be due but to
one of two motives: either to fear of what an inquiry might
reveal, or to a desire to precipitate an election rather than
face the verdict of Parliament upon the outcome of recent
negotiations with the Bolshevik Government of Russia.' His

